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Salvation
Born to believing parents, I was early made aware of the realities of sin and of the salvation found in Jesus. One morning my Sunday School teacher spoke with me privately after class, and I accepted Jesus as my savior on August 4th, 1994. I do not remember what she said, but I have always known that it was Jesus I believed in, and I have never really doubted my salvation. I was baptized several years later after some Bible instruction. My Christian growth has not always been as rapid or as consistent as it should be, but God has been patient and gracious, and has been growing me, especially in recent years. God is so good, and all the glory goes to Him.

Call
At some point early on I began to sense that God was calling me to the pastoral ministry. I resisted this for quite some time, feeling inadequate for the responsibilities of the pastorate and perhaps also fearing that I was inclined toward the ministry only because it was what I was familiar with via my father and extended family. But God worked on me over the course of time; II Cor 3:5 has been a special help in this regard. I Thes 3:8 has been a favorite verse as God has helped me to become more and more excited about serving Him in this way. The call is a command from the Holy Spirit for a man to be involved in full-time ministry (Acts 13:2).

Bibliogy
The Bible is inspired (“God-breathed”) (II Tim 3:16; cf. II Pet 1:21) meaning that it is God's communication to Man and consequently sufficient concerning what believers today need to know (II Tim 3:17, II Pt 1:19), authoritative (Ps 119:4, Mat 4:4), and inerrant (Pr 30:5, Jn 10:35, Acts 1:16). Inspiration refers to the text of Scripture itself (as II Tim 3:16 shows) rather than to writers, transcriptions, or translations of Scripture. (Translations should be fairly literal – something the reality of inspiration should encourage and something practiced by NT writers – but also intelligible. Paraphrastic versions of Scripture may be useful for study but should be used with caution.)

Theology
The God of the Bible is the only existing God (Dt 6:4, Ps 96:5). He is eternal (Ps 90:2, Is 26:4, Rom 1:23), the creator (Gen 1:1, Rom 1:25), sovereign (Ps 47:8, 93:1, Pr 21:1, Dan 7:9, Rev 19:6), all-powerful (Ps 135:6, Is 40:12), all-knowing (Ps 139:1, Is 40:14, Acts 2:23), holy (Is 5:16, Lk 10:21, Rev 4:8), righteous (Ps 11:7, Dan 9:14, II Tim 4:8), good (Ps 136:1, Mk 10:18), compassionate (Ps 103:13, Hos 11:8), and merciful (Ex 34:6, I Pt 1:3, Jm 5:11). He can turn evil intentions and events for good outcomes (Gen 50:20, Rom 8:28), yet no evil can rightly be attributed to Him (Ps 92:15, 99:3-4, I Jn 1:5). He exists in three persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – equal in deity even while differing in role (Is 11:2, 48:16, 61:1, Mt 28:19, Lk 3:22, II Cor 13:14, I Pt 1:2). God the Father is divine (Jn 1:14, 5:18), spiritual (Jn 4:24), and as yet has been seen by no man (Jn 1:18, I Jn 4:12). He acts as the planner (Eph 1:9) and authority whose directives the Son carries out (Jn 3:16, 5:19, 12:49, Acts 2:23, Heb 1:2).

Christology
Jesus Christ is fully divine (Ps 2:12, Mt 16:16, Lk 3:22, Jn 1:1, 8:58, 10:30), thus possessing every attribute essential to God, including that of being eternal (Jn 1:1, 8:58). He is, having been incarnated, also fully human (Lk 1:31, Rom 5:15, Heb 2:14, 5:8, II Jn 7), being in particular the son of David, heir to the throne of Israel (Ps 2:6, Is 9:6, Mt 1:1, Rom 1:3) and the promised Messiah (Ps 2:2, 18:50, Is 61:1). He is not two persons yet as described above has two natures. The kenosis (Phil 2:7) does not mean that Christ abandoned or suspended any aspect of His deity (for it has already been shown above that He is fully God, and God cannot cease to be divine), but rather means that He assumed a role of human obedience, acting only at the Father's desire and only by the Holy Spirit's empowerment during His earthly ministry (Mt 12:28, Lk 3:22, Jn 4:34, 5:36, 8:29, 12:49). Christ created the universe with His word, and His maintenance is essential to its continuance (Jn 1:3, Col 1:16, Heb 1:2-3). Jesus lived a perfect life (Jn 1:4, II Cor 5:21), and while He could not have sinned since He was divine (Ps 92:15, Jm 1:13), He answered Satan's words only with Scripture (Mt 4:1-10) and experienced many trials in life (Is 53:3, Heb 2:17, 5:7) and thus achieved sympathy with Man's condition (Heb 4:15). He died on the cross (Jn 19:30, Phil 2:8) and rose again physically (Mt 16:21, 28:6, Acts 1:11, I Cor 15), ascended to Heaven (Acts 1:9, Eph 4:8), presently acts as High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (Ps 110:4, Heb 4:14, 10:21), and will return to reign as King of Israel (Ps 110, Is 6:6, 12:6, Acts 1:11, Rev 19:11-20:4).

Pneumatology
The Holy Spirit is fully divine (Is 48:16, 63:10, Mat 28:19, Heb 10:15-17, I Pet 1:2), thus possessing every attribute essential to God, including that of being a person and not merely a force (see also Acts 21:11, Eph 4:30). He on occasion came upon believers in OT times (Judges 15:14, II Chron 20:14), and now permanently indwells NT believers (Jn 14:16, Rom 8:9, Eph 1:13-14) from the day of Pentecost on (Mk 1:8, Acts 2:1-4). He gave various supernatural gifts to the early church (Acts 2:4, I Cor 12-14, Heb 2:4); it should be noted that according to Eph 4:11 pastors do not have the gift of pastoring but rather are the gift (of Christ to the church). The Holy Spirit seals believers (Eph 1:13, 4:30) and aids them in their prayers (Rom 8:26-27).

Anthropology
Man was created in the image of God on the sixth day in order to represent God by ruling over the animals of the earth (Gen 1:26-31). Man is composed of at least two parts, the material and the immaterial (Gen 2:7, 35:18, Heb 12:9) (the latter perhaps divisible into various components such as the heart and the mind as the former is divisible to components such as the bones and the organs). While man has no inherent preexistence (Gen 1:26, Jn 8:58), man continues to exist after his physical death (Ex 3:6, Rev 6:9). Males are to exercise leadership (Col 3:18, I Tim 2:8, 2:12), and husbands and wives are to present a picture of Christ and the Church through loving leadership and supportive submission, respectively (Eph 5:22-33).

Hamartiology
Etymology and Scriptural usage points to sin being a violation of a holy standard, that standard being God's character. Man first sinned in the garden (Gen 3:6). Adam's headship of the human race meant that sin passed to all men (Rom 5:12-21). All men sin (Rom 3:23), and of their own accord do not seek reconciliation to God (Ps 14:2, Rom 1:18); sin results in spiritual death (Rom 6:23, Eph 2:1), in which state man fails to comprehend spiritual things (Rom 1:21, 1:28, I Cor 2:14); man by nature is totally depraved in the Calvinist sense of the term.

Soteriology
By His sacrificial death on the cross the God-Man Jesus became a substitionary propitiation for our sins (Is 53:5, John 1:29, I Pt 3:18). Man's justification is through faith in Christ (Gen 15:6, Jn 3:16, 20:31, Rom 3:22, Eph 2:8); upon belief a Christian has life that is eternal (Jn 3:16, 10:28-29, Acts 13:48) and hence can never lose his salvation. He has also died to sin and is bound to do its will no longer (Rom 6:6, Gal 2:20, 5:24, Col 3:9), and one day will be freed from all physical and spiritual effects of sin (Rom 8:30).

Ecclesiology
The Church is several times referred to as the body of Christ (Eph 1:23, 5:30, Col 1:18, 1:24), and thus Christ relates to the Church with a sort of companionship and authority which a godly husband will attempt to demonstrate with respect to his wife; it is also called the house of God (I Tim 3:15), connoting the holiness of the institution, and the pillar and foundation of the truth, the location and source of defense of the truth; it is composed of saints in the biblical sense (I Cor 1:2) in the various locations in which they assemble; and the word itself means purposeful assembly. The preceding demands that church members must be believers, and that there be some manner of membership (Mt 18:17, I Cor 5:2, II Cor 2:6), with baptism (which means “immersion”) preceding it (Mt 28:19, Acts 2:41). The Church is composed of both Jews and Gentiles, who have equal rank within it (Eph 2:14, 3:6), and is distinct from both Israel and the Gentile world (I Cor 10:32). The Church began at Pentecost with the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-5, 2:1-41 with which cf. 5:11). Men are to lead in prayer in church (I Tim 2:1-8); women are to be known for godliness while maintaining proper modesty (I Tim 2:9-10) and abstaining from teaching or imposing their will on men (I Tim 2:11-12). The church is commanded to practice baptism and the Lord's Table (Mt 18:19, Lk 22:23-26), neither of which, however, impart any special grace. There are two offices in the church: pastors and deacons (Phil 1:1, I Tim 3:1-13). There are three parties for which Scripture gives special qualifications in the church: pastors, deacons, and widows indeed (all discussed in I Tim 3 and/or Tit 1). Pastors are to guide and be an example for the church (Eph 4:12, II Tim 4:2, I Pet 5:2-3), while maintaining proper relationships with people (I Tim 5:1-2); deacons should serve (as their name implies and as Acts 6:2 may support); and all members should lovingly contribute to the spiritual growth of all other members (I Cor 12-13, Eph 4:15-16). At least one of God's goals is through the church to manifest His wisdom to the spiritual realm (Eph 3:10); He intends for the church to be uniformly in accord with proper teaching (I Cor 4:17, 7:17, 11:16, Eph 4:12-14). The Church and individuals within it must exercise discernment (I Thes 5:21) and if necessary separate from disobedient believers (Mt 18:17, I Cor 5:11, II Thes 3:6).

Eschatology
The next event we are waiting for is the Rapture (Jn 14:3, Phil 3:20, I Thes 4:13-18, Rev 4:1 at which point the Church ceases to be seen on the earth). This will begin a time of unparalleled judgment on Israel and on all the nations (Is 24-25, Joel 3, Zech 14, Rev 4-19), followed by a time of blessing for all the earth, and especially Israel, in which Christ will reign as king in Jerusalem for 1,000 years (Is 2:1-5, 27:1-6, Mic 4:1-7, Zeph 3:9-20, Rev 20:1-6). Finally, Satan's last revolt will be utterly defeated, and a new heavens and new earth will form the eternal state (II Pet 3:7, Rev 20:7-22:5).

Angelology
Angels were created during the creation week (Gen 2:1, Col 1:16). They are servants of God (Ps 103:20, Heb 1:14). They are not to be worshiped (Col 2:18, Rev 22:9), and although they are presently more powerful than humans (II Pet 2:11), saints will one day rule over them (I Cor 6:3). Satan, along with some other angels, rebelled against God (Gen 3:1, Rev 12:9) at some point after the creation week (Gen 1:31, Job 38:4-7) but after the Battle of Gog and Magog will be cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev 20:10).

