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Testimony of my salvation

I was nominally Catholic - my Mom was Catholic, and I attended Catholic services mostly just holidays as a child.  I never heard the gospel in all my growing up years in Rhode Island.  I joined the National Guard when I was 17 years old and served 3 years; then, after completing my senior year of high school and working briefly in a factory, I served in active duty as an MP in the army stationed in South Korea. During these years I was fully involved in a worldly way of life.

I had a desire for a family, but my experience watching family life in the military was a negative one.  I left active duty, joined the Massachusetts National Guard, and went back to work in factory jobs, while trying to pursue a law enforcement career.  While working at Toray Plastics in North Kingstown, Rhode Island, I met Sergeant Selena Brown at drill weekend at the National Guard.  I didn't know it then, but she had trusted Christ as Savior a year previous to that point.  Our relationship blossomed rather quickly; after six months we were married in June of 2001.  After we were married, my wife's Christian testimony began to influence me; I began to attend church services - usually just once a week - to make my wife happy.

In God's providence, my shift at Toray Plastics got a new supervisor; he was a strong believer and used every opportunity to witness to me about Christ.  In December, 2001, Selena asked me to buy the "Gospel of Matthew" movie so we could watch it together.  After watching it with her, I was preparing to go to work that night.  As I was showering, I began crying because in my mind I had the image of Jesus Christ on the cross.  It became clear to me that He had died for me and I knew that I didn't deserve His love.  I was crying uncontrollably as that image burned in my brain.  It was at that moment that I believed in Christ as my Savior, although I know I didn't even have the right words to say to Him.  I know that I have eternal life and forgiveness of sins through faith in Christ and Him alone.  Thank you, Lord!

That night I went into work wondering, "What do I do now?"  This was my question because I sensed that I was a brand new creature, not fully comprehending what that meant.  Over the next couple of days, I poured down the drain several thousand dollars worth of liquor that I had prized, along with hundreds and hundreds of movies and CDs in my personal collection.  My language changed dramatically.
My supervisor told me I needed to attend church, so we began attending Ocean State Baptist, quickly attending all available services because I was growing and wanted to fellowship and learn more about Christ.  My wife and I were baptized early in 2002 at Ocean State Baptist Church in North Smithfield, Rhode Island.

Since that time I have wanted to live for the Lord, even though at times my spiritual growth has been slow.  I thank the Lord every day for His gracious gift of salvation.

Call to the Ministry

After working factory jobs, I finally got a job on the police force at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island;  Selena and I were members of Ocean State Baptist.  On our third wedding anniversary we came to the North Conway area, and loved the territory.  We decided to try to move here, if I could find a job.  Through a colleague at work who had a vacation home in Jackson, I was able to get an interview for a position with the Jackson Police Department.  God worked so that I got the job and we moved to Jackson in December of 2004.  I am very thankful for a boss who is not only an honorable man, but a brother in Christ!  

We began attending First Baptist in North Conway and it was very different from our experience in Rhode Island.  The music was very different and the small numbers were radically different; the people were personable; most especially the preaching grabbed our attention.  We were growing spiritually; the Pastor came and visited us in our home and began a Bible study.  We were understanding the Bible as we never had previously.  We appreciated our church in Rhode Island, but it wasn't until we came to First Baptist that we truly understood what a Bible-obeying church was supposed to look like.

As we were growing, the church asked me to serve in various capacities in the church - ushering, presenting children's sermons, eventually serving as Deacon, and more.  We were encouraged by the Pastor to take in visiting Pastors and missionaries for hospitality.  We did so and were challenged by this stretching and growing experience.  In fact, Simon Ouellette, church planter in Quebec, challenged me by his own example of faithfulness to the Lord, and with his words, to consider the ministry.  Then Pastor Brown asked me to speak at a Wednesday night prayer meeting.  Though scared, I trusted the Lord, and Selena encouraged me.  Over time, I have taken on more responsibility.

I didn't really look at this progression as a "call" - it was mostly just an opportunity to serve and to help out Pastor.  In 2008 I took a step of faith by officially enrolling in our church's Ministerial Training Program.  I still viewed the call of God to the ministry as a very scary, serious thing; I didn't want to make a mistake by jumping into it saying that I knew I was called, when I still had doubts.  I know dealing directly with God's Word and with the souls of people is the most serious thing in life.  I was growing in my skill in the Word and in speaking, but I still held back in my mind on declaring myself "called."  2011 was turning point for me.  I started praying more about the call of God, and for God to show me clearly whether I was called or not.  Pastor gave me some material to study and looking for myself in the Word on this subject, I realized that the "call" is not a feeling, but rather recognizing God's compulsion - His requirement - that a man must preach the Word of God.  This coincided with Pastor having asked the other Deacons to watch, pray and evaluate me and my standing in the Word and in the church.  In January of 2012, the church voted to recognize the call of God in my life as an additional step towards ordination.  I am convinced beyond any doubt that God has called me into the gospel ministry.  It is my goal in life to serve Him to the best of my ability as a shepherd in whatever geographical location He sees fit. 
Doctrinal Statement

1.  The Scriptures.

I believe that the Bible, consisting of the 66 books from Genesis through Revelation in English translations, is the Word of God.  It was originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek, and those original autographs, penned by a variety of human authors, were guided by the Holy Spirit to produce God-breathed documents (inspiration).  Those autographs, because they were inspired, were inerrant (without error) and infallible (authoritative and beyond human debate).  I believe that the inspiration of the autographs of Scripture was both verbal and plenary.
I reject any attempt to deny, question or overthrow the inspiration, inerrancy or infallibility of the autographs of the Bible.  It is the highest privilege and duty of mankind to study, learn and obey the Word of God, the revelation of truth from God to man.  While there are certainly theologically bad translations, many translations are excellently done.  I do not believe that views on translations should hinder Christian fellowship.

(2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21)

2.  God the Father.

I believe that there is one and only one living and true God; an eternal Spirit, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; that He is the Creator and Owner of all things; that He is glorious, holy and powerful beyond comprehension.  

I also believe that in the unity of the Godhead there are three distinct Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinct but harmonious roles in the ruling of the universe.

(Ex. 20:2,3; Matt. 28:19,20; Isa. 61:1,2; 1 Cor. 8:6; Rev. 4:11)

3.  Jesus Christ.

I believe that Jesus Christ is God, being co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit.  He took on human nature and a human body through the miraculous conception of the Holy Spirit within Mary, and is fully human in every way, yet without a sin nature.   He is both God the Son and the Son of God.

I believe that Jesus Christ willingly submitted Himself to the Father’s plan and will, lived entirely according to the Father’s desire and by the power of the Holy Spirit here on earth, and, having fully satisfied and fulfilled every requirement to be the ultimate perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world, died on the cross, the Just for the unjust, paying completely the penalty for our guilt and sin.  He rose again from the dead three days later, and has ascended to the right hand of the Father, where He now intercedes on our behalf, and is preparing a place for us.

(John 1:1,2,14; Phil.2:6,7; Isa.7:14; Lk.1:35; Matt.1:18-25; Col. 2:9)
4.  The Holy Spirit.

I believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine Person, with God the Father and God the Son, of the same essence and nature.  He was active in creation and in all the plans of the Trinity from eternity past to eternity future.  He convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment; He bears witness to the preaching of the gospel; He is the Agent in the new birth.  He also seals, guides, empowers, sanctifies, helps and illumines the believer’s understanding in the Scriptures.

I believe that the Holy Spirit, before the completion of the canon of Scripture, gave supernatural gifts (not normal talents or abilities) to believers for the advancement of the gospel, the empowerment of the infant church and the authentication of the message.  All those gifts, however, ceased with the completion of the New Testament, and are not present and not functional today.  Instead, believers have the finished Bible and the power of the Spirit as all the equipment we need to live a life pleasing before God.

(John 14:16,17,26; John 16:7-11; Eph. 1:13,14; Matt. 28:19; Heb. 9:14; Lk.1:35; Gen. 1:1-3; Acts 5:30-32; John 3:5,6; Mark 1:8; John 1:33; Acts 11:16; Rom. 8:14,16,26,27; I Cor. 13:10)
5.  Man.

I believe that God created the world and all things in it in six literal twenty-four hour periods in the relatively recent past.  Man was created in innocence, but by voluntary rebellion he fell from his sinless state.  Because of this, all mankind is now sinful, not only by Adamic parentage, but also by choice; therefore we are all under God’s righteous condemnation, without defense or excuse.  Man is totally depraved and therefore incapable of responding to the gospel apart from the gracious working of God.
(Gen. 1-2; 3:1-6; Rom. 3:10-18; Rom. 5:19; 1:18,32; Eph. 2:1)

6.  Salvation

I believe that faith alone, in Jesus Christ alone, is the only way of salvation, and that salvation is a free gift from God.  No amount of good works will be able to save anyone.

I believe that once a person puts his faith in Jesus Christ three things immediately happen.  One, he is born again spiritually and has become a new creation; he is now called a child of God by God the Father, possessing eternal life, never to experience the second death.  Two, that believer is freed from the slavery to sin and all his sins - past, present and future are remembered by God no more.  Three, that individual is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, Who takes up residence in the believer at the moment of belief, never to leave him.
I believe that it is by God's election that people are saved, and that the Holy Spirit is the One who convicts a person to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior through the power of God's Word.

I believe that no one once saved by faith in Jesus Christ, can ever lose his salvation, no matter how far their disobedience leads them away from godly living, but that Christian will have to stand before the Lord and give an account - not for his sins - but for his deeds, whether good or bad.


(John 1:12,13; 3:3, 16; 10:28-30; Acts 16:31; 1 Cor. 1:4-8; 2 Cor. 5:17,19; Rom. 6:23; 8:1,2, 9; Eph. 1:3-7; 2:8,9; Col. 2:13; I Tim. 4:10; Heb. 10:38; I Jn. 2:2)
7.  The Church

I believe that the church began on the Day of Pentecost and will exist on earth until the Rapture.  It is called the body of Christ and the Bride of Christ in Scripture.  It is manifested in two forms: the mystical or universal church (all believers in Christ from Pentecost till the rapture) and the local church.  It is distinct from Israel.  A local church is made up of a body of believers who have been baptized by total immersion, who have covenanted together for worship, fellowship, and working to spread the gospel with the ultimate goal of becoming more like Christ.  The great purpose of the church is to equip the saints; one of its great functions is to make disciples of all nations.

The structure of the church consists of two offices: pastor (also identified as elder and bishop), and deacons.  The office of leadership is the pastor; however the final authority is the congregation.

There are two ordinances which Christ gave to the church to observe; One is baptism, which is by total immersion.  The other is the Lord’s Supper, given as a memorial service for believers.
(Acts 2:1-4; I Cor. 1:2; Matt. 16:16-18; I Tim. 3:1-13; Matt. 26:26-29; Lk. 22:17-20; I Cor. 11:23-25; Matt. 28:19,20; Eph. 4:11-13; Matt. 3:16)

8.  Angels

I believe that angels are created beings, having been created by God in the creation week.  Angels are ministering spirits, servants of God who exist to do His will.  There are ranks of angels (archangel, cherubim, seraphim and others); apparently there are also ranks in Satan's hosts of fallen angels.  Angels are associated with nations or heads of state.  Satan, who was among the highest of angelic creatures, was exiled from God's presence because of his pride; numerous other angels fell with him.  They are now unclean, fallen spirits or demons.  Satan and his demons are destined for eternal punishment in the lake of fire. The Bible teaches that human beings can be indwelt or possessed by demons; however, the doctrine of the permanent indwelling Holy Spirit means that no believer can ever be demon-possessed.  Believers will one day rule over or judge the angels.

(Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28; Rev. 12:4; Matt. 25:41; I Cor. 6:3; Heb. 1:14; 2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:16; 2 Cor. 11:13-15; Rev. 19:10)

9.  Last Things
I believe that God works in different time periods with different groups of people, for His own eternal purposes.  I believe that there are differences among these periods called dispensations.  I believe that the next event on God's calendar which the Bible tells us about is the rapture; it is unknown as to when it will occur.  There are no scripturally-given signs that must precede the rapture.  The rapture is the calling up of the saints to meet Christ in the air.  This event starts the tribulation period, a seven-year time of God's judgment on the earth.  Two events will occur in heaven during the tribulation on earth: the Bema for believers and the marriage supper of the Lamb.

At the end of the tribulation period, Jesus Christ will return to earth at the Mount of Olives, subdue all His enemies at the Battle of Armageddon, and then begin to reign as King.  During the millennial reign of Christ, Satan will be bound and imprisoned in the abyss.  At the end of the 1,000 years, Satan will be released for a little while; then the battle of Gog and Magog will occur.  Satan and his followers will be defeated and thrown into the lake of fire. 

The final judgment will be the Great White Throne judgment where all unsaved people will stand before God for their final verdict and sentencing.  The result will be that they will be cast into the lake of fire.  The lake of fire is an eternal destination called by the Scriptures "the second death."  The earth will melt and God will form a new heaven and new earth.  The saints will serve Jesus Christ forever into the ages of the ages. 

(1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:50-53; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:11-15; Rev. 20-21)

10.  Separation.

I believe that the Bible teaches believers to “be holy” or separate from the world, to come out from it spiritually.  God’s Word teaches that we are to be separate from the world and apostasy, as well as from believers who are not walking in obedience to the Bible.

This principle of separation from sin and unto holiness should impact our personal walk with the Lord in character, lifestyle and associations.  It should also impact the life of the Church in terms of its affiliations and connections.  There must be a refusal on the part of the Church to compromise or cooperate with any individual, church, institution, agency or movement which itself does not recognize the necessity of separation from all disobedience to the Word of God.

I believe that the Bible is the standard for evaluating the truth of every doctrine and the worth of every relationship.  I do not believe that Christians are to remove themselves from the world, but rather to be a light and beacon to the world.  We are to point the lost to Jesus Christ the Savior, speaking the truth in love and in much patience, as well as encouraging other like-minded believers in fellowship around the Word.
(2 Thess. 3:6,14,15; Rom. 12:1,2; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 John 9-11;  2 Cor. 6:14-18; 1 Pet. 1:14,15; Matt. 18:15-18; I Cor. 5) 
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