
A Child of the King?

Can  you  picture  this  scene  in  your
imagination?  A  small,  dirty,  lonely
orphan is living among the garbage and
filth of the ghetto in a run-down city.  He
survives  by  being  a  sneak-thief  and
pickpocket.  He is hardened, even at his
tender  age,  to  living  on  the  street  as  a
criminal.  Then, one day, as the entourage
of the king of the land is driving by, the
king  looks  out  the  window  of  his  air-
conditioned limousine, sees the child and
immediately decides to adopt the grubby
miscreant as his own.  He orders his car to
stop,  jumps out and runs to  the orphan
and sweeps  him up  into  a  great  loving

embrace.  Rags, dirt and all, he carries the
ragamuffin to the refined leather seating
of  his  vehicle  and  brings  him  to  his
palace, there to feed him, treat his medical
needs, and bring him into his own family.
The child who has never known a loving
word or compassionate touch is lavished
with attention and surrounded by tokens
of his newfound father’s love.

Sound too good to be true?  It may have
fairy-tale elements about it, but this story
does have a genuine basis in fact.  Let me
explain it to you.

God, the Creator of the universe,  looked
out the windows of  His throne room in



heaven  upon  His  creation  and  saw  the
dirty, grubby, impoverished people of the
world.  These people – us! - are estranged
from  Him,  cut  off  from  His  holiness,
goodness  and  love  because  of  their  sin.
All of us, according to God’s Word, have
sinned  and  violated  the  Creator’s  holy
standards  and  are  deserving  of  His
punishment.   Here’s  what  Isaiah  53:6
says:  “All  of  us  like  sheep  have  gone
astray, each of us has turned to his own
way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity
of  us  all  to  fall  on  Him.”  You see,  the
justice of a Holy God demands that sin be
paid  for  –  it  must  be  punished  or  else
God’s holiness and integrity is a joke.  

God  also  says  in  Romans  3:23  that  “all
have sinned and come short of the glory
of God."

The King’s punishment for our sin is no
joke, either.  He says in Romans 6:23 that
“the wages of sin is death.”  The Creator’s
rules  demand  that  any  violation  of  His
holiness – sin - be paid for by death!  This
may  seem  harsh  to  us,  but  we  need  to
remember  that  He  is  perfect  holiness,
absolute truth and total light: He cannot
stand even the hint of evil.  And there is
the problem – we are all sinners; we are
all wicked in God’s eyes.



But  now  the  story  takes  a  turn  for  the
better.   Just  like  the  king  in  our  little
introduction  had  compassion  on  the
orphan-thief, so God has taken an interest
in  you  and  me.   He  didn’t  have  to  –
nobody compelled Him to do so – but He
saw  our  desperate,  hopeless  condition,
and did something about it.

What  God  the  Holy  King  did  is  so
astounding it makes our little tale feeble
by comparison.  God loved us while we
were still  in the degradation of  our sins
(Romans 5:8).  And He sent His own Son,
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (Who  is  God
Himself) to earth.  That’s right, the second
Person of the Godhead became a human

being (this is why we celebrate Christmas)
and put Himself in our place, taking our
punishment  upon  Himself,  paying  the
price of death for us.  Isaiah 53:4 & 5 put it
this  way:  “Surely  our griefs  He Himself
bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we
ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten
of God and afflicted.  But He was pierced
through  for  our  transgressions,  He  was
crushed for our iniquities; the chastening
for our well-being fell upon Him, and by
His scourging we are healed.”

Jesus Christ willingly put Himself on the
cross  of  Calvary,  there  accepting  the
awful payment for our sins – death,  the
separation  of  Himself  from  God  the



Father,  so  that  we  might  have  the
privilege of being adopted into the family
of the King.

So  how  can  we  be  adopted  into  God’s
family?   Galatians  4:5  tells  us  that  God
does indeed have a plan for adopting us
into His family: “So that He might redeem
those  who were  under  the law,  that  we
might receive the adoption as sons.”  A
child  cannot  make  himself  a  son  or
daughter of someone else: no one has the
right to demand to be adopted.  But when
loving parents choose a child to be their
own,  that  child  can  accept  the  gift  of
adoption.  Galatians 3:26 tells us how to
receive  this  great  gift:  “For  you  are  all

sons  of  God  through  faith  in  Christ
Jesus.”

“That’s it?” you ask.  “That’s all there is to
it  –  believe  in  Christ  Jesus?”   Yes,  my
friend, that is all that God requires.  But
let me make a few things clear.  No one
who  is  trusting  in  himself  or  his  own
good  works  can  call  himself  a  child  of
God.   (Ephesians  2:8,9  tell  us,  “For  by
grace you have been saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; not as a result of works, so that no
one may boast.”)   If  we try  to convince
God to let us into His family on the basis
of our good deeds, our keeping of certain
rules, our going to church, our efforts to



be kind to others – whatever those works
are, they will not get us into God’s family.
All  of  our  faith  must  be  put  into  Jesus
Christ, His death, burial and resurrection
from the dead.

All of this may sound too good to be true.
Probably  if  we  were  talking  about  a
human  king  riding  in  a  limousine  and
looking  at  street-children,  it  would  be.
But we are speaking of the all-powerful,
all-loving God of heaven.  I assure you, on
the  basis  of  His  Word,  that  God  does
indeed love you this much, and that He
wants to adopt you and make you a child
of the King forever!

As I said a moment ago, we receive God’s
gift  of salvation and adoption by simple
faith  –  trusting  in  Jesus  Christ  as  our
Savior from the guilt and punishment of
our sins.  While a prayer does not save us,
we can tell God about our faith in His Son
through a prayer.  You can do this right
now.  Simply tell God that you know that
you are a sinner, and that you deserve His
punishment.  Tell Him that you know that
Jesus  Christ  paid  for  your  sins  on  the
cross, and rose again.  And tell Him that
right now you are trusting and believing
in Jesus as your Savior.  Remember, it is
not the prayer that saves you; but if you
believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  you  will  be
adopted as God’s child!
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