
                                                                       Introduction

“It is required of stewards that one be found faithful.” (I 
Corinthians 4:2) For a child of God who is concerned about 
pleasing his Heavenly Father, nothing stands higher in priority 
than faithfulness. To simply obey and love Him- what higher goal 
in life can there be? 

But how can we fulfill this goal? At times this seems an 
impossible task. The Lord, however, is gracious and merciful to 
enable us to obey whatever commands He gives us. In the life of 
David we see a man who struggled, as we do, with circumstances, 
with sin, with his own unfaithfulness. And yet, he was God’s 
anointed, a man after God’s own heart, who was wholly devoted 
to the Lord. God helped him to be faithful. 

The purpose of this devotional study guide is to 
systematically examine the life of David over the course of one 
month. In looking at both his failures and his victories, we can see 
God’s enduring faithfulness, and learn some valuable lessons 
about our faithfulness to Him. 

The format of this guide is to give you some Scripture 
reading first: we encourage you to open your devotional time with 
prayer, asking God’s help and discernment for His truth. Then 
slowly and carefully read the Bible passage. Next read the short 
text on the page for the same day; then use the thought questions 
for discussion time and applications. We strongly encourage 
families to have devotions together using this study. The brief 
lessons have been written with an effort to keep them simple and 
understandable for even relatively young children. Occasionally a 
thought question may target a younger child. God will bless the 
family that studies His Word together. 

Laurence D. Brown, Pastor 
July 1992



Day 1 Read I Samuel 16:1-13

In the chapter right before this one, King Saul had 
disobeyed God by saving what God commanded him to destroy. 
This was not the first time Saul had rebelled against the Lord. God
used His prophet Samuel to tell Saul, “I have rejected you from 
being king.” I Sam. 15:23 Now God was directing Samuel to 
anoint a new king. 

God’s choices are not always our choices. But His plan is 
always good and right. Notice how Samuel learned this lesson: in 
verse 6 he looked at Eliab, one of Jesse’s sons. His sight told him 
that this man must be the one God had chosen. But the Lord 
corrected Samuel in verse 7. Our decisions are often made on the 
basis of how someone or something looks; God is able to see into 
people’s hearts. This is a major principle in the Bible. God in 
concerned with people’s hearts, not how tall they are, nor how 
handsome or beautiful.

How could a simple shepherd-boy rule a nation? Verse 13 
tells us how God helps those to whom He gives a job. “The Spirit 
of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.” 
Isn’t the Lord gracious? He always helps those who are called to 
serve Him. God is faithful to provide the power to be faithful to 
Him. 

Thought Questions
*1. How many sons did Jesse have?
*2. Of these, did God choose the oldest and biggest?
3. Why or why not?
4. What does it mean that the Spirit of the Lord came upon

David?

* denotes a question especially designed for children. 



Day 2 Read I Samuel 17:4-10, 33-37, 43-51

Why did David insist that he could stand up to Goliath, 
that evil superman of the Philistines? Was he foolish or stupid? 
No, he had a very good reason for his confidence. He gives this 
reason in verse 36. Goliath will be killed just like the lion and the 
bear, because he as “taunted the armies of the living God.” 

David is so sure that God will help him to overcome the 
giant that he says the same thing to Goliath’s face in verses 45-47. 
David believed in God, not in himself. And he knew that God 
gives the victory to those who trust and obey Him. 

We can see David’s faithfulness here: he remembered 
God’s promise in Deuteronomy 28:7. “The Lord will cause your 
enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you.” David 
fulfilled the condition of this promise –obedience in God- and now
he faithfully acted upon it, believing that God would take care of 
him. This was David’s confidence, that God would give the 
victory according to His promise, and he was willing to stake his 
life on it. Are you?

Thought Questions
*1. What did Goliath trust in? (v. 45)
*2. What did David trust in? (v. 45)
3. What was the one thing David seemed to possess that 

no one else in Israel’s army had?
4. Did Goliath understand who he was really challenging? 

(v. 8)



Day 3 Read I Samuel 18:1-16

In the passage for today we have the ingredients of true 
friendship and of real personal problems. The story of David and 
Jonathan is a wonderful picture of loyalty and friendship. Notice 
in verse 1 “the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and 
Jonathan loved him as himself.” In verse 3 “Jonathan made a 
covenant with David,” and in verse 4 Jonathan gave David his 
own robe, armor, sword, belt and bow. 

These three actions show something about real godly 
friendship. First there is a spiritual connection: both David and 
Jonathan loved God first, so their souls could be “knit together.” 
Second, Jonathan made a covenant with David: he told David he 
would be David’s friend, no matter what. And third, Jonathan 
demonstrated his love by giving him what were probably his most 
valuable possessions: his own military equipment. Spiritual 
priorities, commitment, and showing love- these are the 
ingredients of true friendship.

Sadly, these verses also show ingredients of true personal 
problems. In verses 7 and 8 Saul, rather than rejoicing in David’s 
success and God’s blessing, becomes jealous. How many good 
friendships have been ruined by jealousy? Notice that the thing 
that made Saul “very angry” was what the women sang; David had
nothing to do with what they sang, and his loyalty to Saul was 
unchanged. But Saul became suspicious of David from that day 
on. 

Next Saul blames his spiritual problem with God 
(jealousy, lack of obedience) on David. In verse 10 God sends a 
spirit of conviction to Saul. Saul, in hardness of heart and sin 
against the Lord, tries to kill David. What a strange reaction to 
have! And yet how often we blame others for our sin against God. 

Thought Questions
*1. How does Jonathan show his love for David? (v. 4)
*2. What musical instrument did David play to honor the 

Lord? (v. 10)
3. Why was Saul afraid of David? (v. 12)
4. What do these verses teach us about trusting in God in 

the face of adversity? 



Day 4 Read I Samuel 24:1-17

David was faithful to the Lord even when he was given a 
chance to get rid of his biggest problem- Saul. Saul had chased 
David from one end of Israel to the other –for no reason- trying to 
kill him. Now Saul walked right into the cave where David and 
some of his men were hiding. Just one quick jab with knife, sword 
or spear, and David would be free of Saul forever. And after all, 
hadn’t God chosen David to be king in Saul’s place?

Not only did all the circumstances seem to piont to this 
conclusion, but David’s friends whispred to go ahead and do it, 
too. But David wasn’t looking at circumstances or listening to his 
men. Notice what he says in verse 6: “Far be it from me to do this 
thing to my lord… since he is the Lord’s annointed.” In fact, it 
bothered David’s conscience that he had even cut off the hem of 
tassel of Saul’s robe. (The tassel on an Israelite’s robe symbolized 
his personal loyalty to God.)

With Goliath David had not hesitated; he had run to meet 
him with his sling and five stones. But with Saul, David would not
touch him. Why? He was still the Lord’s anointed. David would 
not overturn God’s authority, even though Saul unjustly 
persecuted him. He would not run ahead of God’s timetable. He 
was faithful to the Lord, believing that God would take care of 
him, and would remove Saul in His own way and His own time. 

Thought Questions
*1. What did David do to Saul in the cave? (verse 4)
*2. Was it right or wrong for David to do this?
3. Why? (verses 5, 6)
4. What did David decide was the right way to handle 

Saul? (verses 12, 15)



Day 5 Read I Samuel 25;2-18, 23-27, 32-35

David is living the life on an outlaw in the wilderness, 
trying to scrape together provisions for his band of men. He had 
assigned his men to guard the shepherds and flocks of Nabal, 
expecting some return for the favor. But Nabal is an ungrateful 
fool; not only does he refuse any gift of appreciation, he insults 
David.

David was in a cold fury, and he took immediate action to 
deal with Nabal. His plan was to kill every male in Nabal’s 
household. Certainly Nabal was very deserving of a sound thrasing
for his behavior and attitude. And David intends to do just that.

It is interesting to note that when Jesus was insulted, 
ridiculed and abused during His mock trials, He never once lashed 
out or defended Himself. Isaiah 53:7 says of Him: “He was 
oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent 
before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.” Even though 
He had every right to do so, Christ did not return insults, flare up 
or lash out.

A good question to ask is: when should we fight, and 
when should we keep silent? David knew the answer to this 
question, although he forgot it in his anger against Nabal. He 
himself had answered it when he faced Goliath: “I come to you in 
the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom you have taunted” (I Samuel 16:45). When the name of our 
God is insulted, when the cause of Christ is at stake, we will stand 
for Him no matter what the cost. But for insults and hatred aimed 
at us, why not let God take care of it in His time? “Vengeance is 
Mine, I will repay,” God says in Hebrews 10:30. Don’t let anger 
take your eyes off Christ’s example of obeying God.

Thought Questions
*1. Who was the rich man David’s men protected? 
(verse 3)
*2. What does his name mean? (verse 25)
3. What did he do to show his folly? (verses 10, 11)
4. When is it always right to fight? 



Day 6 Read I Samuel 27:1-12

There often comes a point in our waiting on the Lord 
when we feel we have to do something. We simply cannot be 
patient any longer. This is apparently what happened to David 
when he chose to go to Gath, one of the main cities of the 
Philistines. Now remember that David had fought against the 
Philistines because they were enemies of God and of God’s 
people. The Philistines were wicked, evil people who worshiped a 
variety of false gods and goddesses, idols if many kinds. Yet 
David decided it was best for him to go there. Why?

David forgot two important things. First, God had 
anointed him. God’s choice of him was the guarantee that God had
a plan for him and would protect him. Second, David had been 
told by the prophet Gad, to live in the land of Judah (1 Samuel 
22:5). On many other occasions David had asked God what he 
should do, and where he should go. But he didn’t ask God this 
time. He took matters into his own hands.

Oh, what troubles and problems followed! All because 
David didn’t ask God and trust Him for help. David had to pretend
to the king of Gath that he now hates his own people. And 
whenever Achish, the king of Gath, asks David where he has been 
and what he has been doing, David lies (verses 8-10). Finally 
David and his men very nearly were required to actually fight 
against Saul and Israel (28:1,2). One sin leads to another.

Whenever we think that we know better than God and fail 
to trust Him, we’re in for trouble. Unless God challenges us, we 
find ourselves sinning more and more to cover previous sins. How 
much easier it is simply to believe that the Lord will see us 
through the hard times. As one of our hymns says, “’Tis so sweet 
to trust in Jesus, just to take Him at His word.”

Thought Questions
*1. Why did David leave Israel? (verse 1)
*2. Did David trust God to take care of him?
3. What further sins did David’s lack of trust lead to?



Day 7 Read I Samuel 30:1-6

If we truly believe that God is in charge of our lives, we 
would have to agree that God allowed David’s city, Ziklag, to be 
raided by the Amalekites. God allows evil circumstances into our 
lives to teach us, to test us, and to turn us to Himself. David 
needed to be reminded where his help came from: God. So he and 
his men returned from going with the Philistines (at the last minute
the Philistine nobles had not allowed David to fight with them 
against Israel). They found their town completely burned to the 
ground, every last man, woman, and child captured and carried off
by the desert raiders, the Amalekites.

David has hit rock bottom. He has no security anywhere. 
In Israel he was hunted by Saul; in Philistia, his family is stolen by
Amalekites. Perhaps for those sixteen months he had forgotten 
what he wrote about in his songs: “In Thee, O Lord, I have taken 
refuge . . .Be Thou to me a rock of strength, a stronghold to save 
me. For Thou art my rock and my fortress; for Thy Name’s sake 
Thou wilt lead me and guide me” (Psalm 31:1-3). Apart from God,
there is no security anywhere; with Him we are secure 
everywhere.

And so it says in verse 6 “But David strengthened himself 
in the Lord his God.” His own men were grumbling and 
threatening to kill him. Where else could he turn but to the Lord? 
And who but our loving heavenly Father has the strength to give to
face that kind of situation? When life hits bottom, remember to 
turn to the One Who can strengthen you.

Thought Questions
*1. What did the Amalekites do while David was gone? 
*2. What lesson did this teach David? (verses 6, 8)
3. What is an ephod?
4. How did God show His mercy to David?



 Day 8 Read I Samuel 30:7-25

After David returns to obedience and submission to the 
Lord, his very first action is to ask God what he should do (verses 
7, 80. It was exactly this that had been David’s failure in the first 
place: he had forgotten to ask God sixteen months before if he 
should go live in Philistine territory. What a good lesson for us! So
often prayer is our method of last resort; after everything else 
we’ve tried has failed, we finally ask God to help. If only we 
would pray first and act second.

God graciously grants a complete recovery of all that was 
stolen. Not one person has been injured, killed, or is missing. In 
addition, David and his men gained a tremendous amount of spoil 
from the Amalekites. Because David is focused upon obeying the 
Lord, he has the correct attitude toward his men: those that stayed 
behind with the baggage would share alike in the spoil. And notice
what he says in verse 23, “You must not do so, my brothers, with 
what the Lord has given us, Who has kept us and delivered into 
our hand the band that came against us.” David then shared the 
spoil with the elders of Israel (verse 26).

He acknowledged the true source of blessings as the Lord.
Trusting in God changes one’s whole outlook on life and one’s 
attitudes toward people and things. It all started when David 
returned to God and asked Him what he should do. And that is 
where it starts for us as well.

Thought Questions
*1. Who helped David find the Amalekites? (verse 13) 
*2. Did God give David the victory? (verse 18)
3. Why was David joyful at the end of this passage?
4. Did God give David only what he asked for?



Day 9 Read II Samuel 2:1-11

After waiting on the Lord for many years, after faithfully 
trusting God—as well as disobeying Him—God finally led David 
to begin his reign over Judah, the southernmost tribe of Israel. It 
was a long process, but God was superintending it each step of the 
way. God had many lessons David had to learn before he became 
king over God’s people. God’s will is always perfect.

Where do you think you’ll be in ten years? The answer, of
course, is that like David, if we want to be faithful to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we’ll still be waiting on Him. The process of faith 
and growth will still be continuing. It is exciting to consider what 
opportunities God may have in store for us, if we do as David did: 
“David inquired of the Lord” (verse 10.

Notice David’s attitude toward the death of Saul. In 
chapter one of II Samuel, David mourned over Saul and Jonathan, 
and composed a song in their honor. What a gracious spirit David 
has toward the man who for years hunted him like an animal in the
wilderness! This gracious attitude is the result of David’s 
recognition of God’s plan for his life. He does not gloat or rejoice 
in the death of his enemy, but rather he sorrows that Saul has 
fallen. This, incidentally, is the same kind of attitude that believers
are to have, according to Galatians 6:1,2.

Where are you in relation to God’s will for your life? Are 
you in the center of His plan, on the fringe, or a long way outside? 
Why not return to the Lord and inquire of Him today?

Thought Questions
*1. Before moving to Hebron, who does David get 

permission from? (verse 1) 
*2. Which tribe does David become king over?
3. List some passages that show that David is walking 

with the Lord in this passage. (verses 4, 8, 10)



Day 10 Read II Samuel 3:1-5

Notice that while David was made king over the tribe of 
Judah in Hebron (2:4), Ish-bosheth, son of Saul, was king over the 
other eleven tribes of Israel. In our passage for today, we see that 
while God had given David blessings, had granted him success, 
and had given him the beginning of his kingdom, the outcome is 
not yet in final form. There will never be any point in our 
Christian life when we will be mature enough to stop trusting and 
obeying God. We must always depend on Him for the victory.

God gave David blessings in children as well (verse 20, 
Children are always a blessing from God; but observe that the 
Scripture record does not commend David for having multiple 
wives. No where in the Bible does God ever say that having more 
than one mate is pleasing to Him. His plan from the very 
beginning has always been one husband, one wife. In fact, heard-
rending and fatal conflicts of sin and jealousy arose in later years 
in David’s family as the result of his failure in his home. 
Apparently David simply was not sensitive to God’s will in this 
area. And these problems affected not only David’s family but 
also the whole nation of Israel.

May God help us to be sensitive to Him in every area of 
life and to be alert to problems in our homes before they develop 
into ongoing patterns of sin.

Thought Questions
*1. Whose house grew stronger?
*2. Whose house grew weaker?
3. Why?



Day 11 Read II Samuel 3:12-13, 16-19, 26-29

God has finally worked through Abner, a former enemy of
David, to bring David to the throne of Israel. Abner, who had been
Ish-bosheth’s chief-of-staff, now starts bringing all the tribes of 
Israel into line behind David’s leadership. In the course of doing 
this, he is murdered by Joab, one of David’s commanders. (For the
background of the story, read II Samuel 2:12-29.)

One of David’s most remarkable traits was his concern for
people. Having been a warrior from his teenage years, he 
undoubtedly witnessed and participated in a great deal of 
bloodshed. But he still values human life and he values people 
around him. Similar to chapter one of II Samuel, when Saul and 
Jonathon died, David in verse 39 expresses grief at the death of 
Abner: “I am weak today, though anointed king.”

Though many of our problems are caused by people, yet 
many of God’s blessings also come through people. Never did 
David become so self-absorbed as to fail to value friendship and 
the people around him, except in the case of his sin with 
Bathsheba. Are you grateful to the Lord for the people He has put 
in your life—those that are hard to get along with as well as your 
friends? Don’t forget that God works through people to challenge, 
bless and test you.

Thought Questions
*1. What was the name of the man who was once against 

David, but now is helping him? (verse 12) 
2. Was David guilty of Abner’s death? (verse 28)
3. Who was guilty? (verse 30)
4. According to David, who would punish him? (verse 39)



Day 12 Read II Samuel 4:1-12

The two commanders in today’s passage sensed which 
way the political winds in Israel were blowing and thought they 
knew how they could earn points with the new king. Bringing in 
the head of Ish-bosheth, David’s rival, would surely get them 
appointed to some favorable position in court. They thought he 
wanted vengeance (verse 8).

But they misjudged David. He was not concerned with 
vengeance. He had learned this lesson from the Lord during his 
wilderness years: vengeance is the province of God alone. What is 
of greater concern to David is justice and righteousness. David 
established a reputation for himself from the very beginning that 
he would be a man of justice. No doubt word soon got around that 
the new king was less than pleased with the gift of Ish-bosheth’s 
head. 

How about you? Do you have a reputation of a person 
who is able to live above personal rivalry and intrigue? Or would 
people think they were doing you a favor by stabbing someone 
else in the back? Our concern is not with revenge; that is God’s 
job. Our job is to live righteously before Him.

Thought Questions
*1. Do you think it was right for these two men to kill 

David’s enemy? (verses 10, 11)
*2. Whose job is it to see that someone is punished?
3. What motive did the two men have for killing Ish-

bosheth? (verse 1)



Day 13 Read II Samuel 5:1-16

This passage has four paragraphs. First is the official 
recognition of David as king over all Israel. God has sovereignty 
brought unity out of rivalry, and his people now have peace for the
first time since the death of Joshua. Perhaps this is what David had
in mind when he wrote Psalm 133: “Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.”

Verses 6-10 tell how David chose Jerusalem as his royal 
city and conquered the reaming Canaanite tribe that lived there, 
the Jebusites. (Incidentally, the water shaft [“gutter”] that is 
mentioned in verse 8 was discovered by British archaeologist Sir 
Charles Warren in the late 1860s. It has been excavated and you 
can walk through it today.)

In verses 11 and 12, we find David’s personal palace 
being constructed with help from Lebanon, and his recognition of 
God’s blessing on his kingdom. In fact each of the three sections 
we find the Lord as the Author of unique blessings upon David 
and upon Israel in every way. In verses 1-5, it is God Who 
appointed David to be shepherd to Israel, and a covenant is ratified
before the Lord. In verse 10 “David became greater and greater, 
for the Lord God of hosts was with him.” And in verse 12, “David 
realized that the Lord had established him as king over Israel.” 
Truly “every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights” (James 1:17).

It is interesting that the fourth paragraph (verses 13-60 
mentions that David took more concubines, but it doesn’t mention 
the Lord’s blessing in relation to this.

How grateful we ought to be for God’s blessing on our 
lives in spite of ourselves!

Thought Questions
*1. How old was David when he became king over Israel?

(verse 4) 
*2. How old was he when he stopped being king? (verse 

4)
3. Why did David become greater? (verse 10)
4. Why did God exalt David’s kingdom? (verse 12)



Day 14 Read II Samuel 5:17-25

Today’s passage records two successful attacks led by 
David on the Philistines, the enemies of God’s people. Apparently 
the old flame of hatred and fear was revived in them when t hey 
heard David had been made king, and they hoped to cripple 
Israel’s military capability by destroying David.

Notice how much David has matured. He does not 
impetuously rush into battle on his own: he first inquires of the 
Lord. Maturity is marked by greater dependence on God, not less. 
Evidently David’s army broke through the Philistine line, which is
why David named the place Baal-perezim, “Lord of the break-
through” (verse 20). How ironic that at the place where God 
helped Israel, the Philistine soldiers were forced to abandon their 
gods—idols—and run for their lives.

In the second battle, the Philistines had taken care to 
prevent a breakthrough of the kind that occurred previously. But 
with God on David’s side, there was never any question of the 
outcome. God gave detailed instructions about when to strike to 
obtain a victory.

What a blessed experience when we are in tune with God 
and listen to His instruction so that He may give us the victory! 
How foolish it is to face a battle without having asked Him what 
to do! And yet there are many records in the Word of God, as well 
as in our daily lives, of battles lost because we failed to inquire of 
the Lord. If you are facing a battle or difficult situation today, why
not ask for God’s guidance and help right now?

Thought Questions
*1. What old enemy army returned to challenge David? 

(verses17)
*2. What did David do when challenged? (verses 19, 23)



Day 15 Read II Samuel 6:1-11

When David faced Goliath, he remembered a promise in 
the law of God from Deuteronomy 32. But in our reading for 
today he has evidently forgotten God’s instructions from the law 
about how to move the ark of the covenant, that very special 
symbol of God’s presence with Israel. The law specified that the 
ark was to be carefully carried by Levites. But under David’s 
direction a new cart is supplied, either because the provisions of 
the law had been forgotten, or because the cart was more 
convenient.

The lesson here is that it is not enough to do God’s work, 
God’s work must be done God’s way. David’s motivation was 
correct—he wanted to worship and honor the Lord. His plan was 
good—he was moving the ark to a central, permanent location for 
worship. But he failed to move it the way God wanted it moved.

 Some believers make a similar mistake thinking that the 
gospel message can be combined with rock music, or that God is 
pleased by mixing the Bible with a worldly lifestyle. It is not so; 
nothing could be further from the truth. God’s great holiness and 
majesty demand that His work be carried out in a pure and holy 
way: His way.

When we fail in this area and mix the holiness of God 
with impure methods, God will bring us up short, as He did David.
It is not that God does not want to bless us, it is simply that His 
blessing is conditioned upon our complete obedience. All that He 
requires of us is that we look into His Word to see how He wants 
us to do His work, then obey.

Thought Questions
*1. What very special thing did David want to move to 

Jerusalem? (verse 2)
*2. What did they put it on? (verse 9)
3. Was this pleasing to God?
4. Why not?
5. Why do you think David was afraid of the ark?



Day 16 Read II Samuel 6:12-23

God’s presence always brings blessing. When David heard
that God was blessing Obed-edom, in whose house he had left the 
Ark of the Covenant, David wanted that blessing also. There is 
nothing wrong with wanting God’s blessing. In fact, it is our 
recognition of this most basic need that often spurs spiritual 
growth. We will admit our need and crave God’s word and will an 
work in our hearts. (“As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my
soul pants for Thee, O God” [Psalm 42:1].)

This time David moved the ark the right way. Full of joy, 
his heart and mind focused on the Lord, David and all his people 
brought the ark into Jerusalem. Verse 14 says he danced before the
Lord. Whatever this may have been (I Chronicles 15:29 says 
“leaping”), we may be sure it did not involve anything 
inappropriate or sinful.

Evidently this was one of the high points of David’s life. 
He has assembled hundreds of Levites, thousands of musicians 
and multitudes of Israelites. They were all worshiping the Lord 
together, rejoicing in His goodness and greatness, and praising 
Him. 

How sad that all that Michal, David’s wife, could think of 
was that David had humbled himself and associated with common 
servants. Notice that she is called Michal, the daughter of Saul, 
rather than David’s wife in verse 20. This is because she imitated 
her father’s concern for popularity when she spoke these foolish 
words. 

Real religion involves a humility before the Lord, as well 
as real rejoicing in Him: David had it right. Do you?

Thought Questions
*1. Where did David move the ark to? (v. 12)
*2. Who was David praising? (v. 12)
 3.  What were some of the ways David showed his joy? 



Day 17 Read II Samuel 7:1-17

Picture this in your mind: your life is a pathway through 
the forest, with sharp turns every few yards among the tree-trunks.
Although we can’t see Him, we know that God, our heavenly 
Father, stands just around some turn, waiting with a smile on His 
face, His heart filled with love for us, His arms filled with 
beautiful gifts and rich blessings for us- all for us. He stands 
waiting, patiently waiting for the moment when our hearts are 
finally willing to do His will completely, when our eyes are 
focused on His face, when our ears are tuned to His voice. He 
waits for the moment when we finally tell Him that we love Him 
more than we love ourselves, so that He can step out of the 
shadows and surprise us with His grace.

This is the wonderful picture we have inour text for today.
Never is David a more spiritual man than when he wants to do 
something special for God. And God sent word that though this 
specific task was not for him, He had something even more 
wonderful in mind for David. God would establish an everlasting 
covenant with David: the throne of Israel would forever belong to 
his house. This is the way God works. His blessings far outstrip 
our our highest aspirations, if only we love Him most (Luke 
16:28-30). 

Truly God is the God of all grace! What wonderful 
blessings He has in store for you today, if you are willing to do His
will, and to put Him first!

Thought Questions
*1. What was the name of the prophet? (verse 2)
*2. What did David ask Nathan about the ark? (verse 2)
3. Was Nathan’s initial advice right?
4. Who did God want to build His house? (verses 12, 13)



Day 18 Read II Samuel 7:18-29

How good it is simply to “sit before the Lord” as David 
did! If we only would concentrate more on our thankfulness to 
God and less on ourselves, what tremendous spiritual growth 
could take place in our lives!

Notice how humble David is. Humility and gratitude go 
hand-in-hand. David is all taken up with the glory of God and the 
praise of His Name. He acknowledges God’s sovereignty, His 
redemption of Israel, and his goal is that God’s “Name may be 
magnified forever.”

Have you lost something of your sense of purpose and 
direction in life? Have you forgotten what it is to be a zealous 
Christian? Why not “sit before the Lord” for a while today, and 
thank Him for His work in your life? For the fact that He knows 
you (verse 20); that He has let you know Him (verse 21), that there
is no one like Him (verse 22); and that He has redeemed you from 
all bondage and sin (verse 23).

When we focus on our gratitude to God, he helps us focus 
on His purpose for us. So then we may ask Him to glorify His 
Name through us, that others will know that He is our God (verse 
26).

Thought Questions
*1. What is another word for “talking with God”?
*2. What kind of prayer was David praying? (verse 22)
3. What was David’s wish concerning God’s blessing on 

him and his household? (verse 26)



Day 19 Read II Samuel 8:1-15

The kingdom of Israel under David ((and under Solomon, 
his son), is sometimes called “the Golden Age” of Israel. You can 
see why in the verses for today—whatever David set out to do, 
God blessed.

This passage reveals more about David’s character than 
we might think. They are more than a mere catalog of military 
conquests. First, note that David obeyed God in conquering the 
nations around Israel. While it may seem harsh to us, God has 
commanded the destruction of many tribes and nations 
surrounding Israel. The reality of the situation was that these 
people were steeped in incredible depths of sin, and God judged 
their continued terrible sin through David’s military campaigns.

But notice seconds what David did in verse 4. He 
hamstrung the chariot horses, all but 100. In a day when the 
premier military weapon was the chariot, David was proving that 
his confidence was not in his armed forces, but in his God. David 
wrote in Psalm 20:7, “Some boast in chariots, and some in horses; 
but we will boast in the name of the Lord, our God.” Success after 
military success, he faithfully trusted God, recognizing “the Lore 
helped David wherever he went” (verse 6).

Where is your trust today? What are you counting on to 
help you get through today? Whatever it is, if it’s not the Lrod, it 
will let you down. Only He will never leave you nor forsake you.

Thought Questions
*1. What old enemy did David defeat again? (verse 1)
*2. Who helped David win these battles? (verse 6)
*3. What did David do with the silver, gold and bronze he 

won in battle? (verse 11)
4. What commendation is given of David’s rule in verse 

15?



Day 20 Read II Samuel 9:1-13

David was a man who kept his word. He had promised 
Saul a long time before that he would not destroy all of Saul’s 
descendents (I Samuel 24:21,22). So David finds Mephibosheth, 
the crippled son of Jonathan, to show kindness to him. Notice that 
this is all there is to David’s motivation. There is nothing to be 
gained politically by being compassionate to a grandson of Saul. 
David simply decided “to show the kindness of God” to 
Mephibosheth.

This phrase “the kindness of God” is the key to 
understanding David’s actions toward the descendent of his former
enemy in this chapter. He had no obligation to do this. 
Mephibosheth didn’t ask David for help; David sought out 
Mephibosheth. He had nothing to offer in return for David’s gift of
kindness. It was simply that—a gift.

What a wonderful picture of God’s love this is! Romans 
5:8 says, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” This is the 
character trait that David was evidencing—grace, unmerited love. 
And because “the love of God has been poured out within our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit” (Romans 5:5), we can now 
demonstrate God’s kindness, His grace to others.

God has been gracious to you. Are you showing His grace 
to others? Why not ask Him right now to help you to demonstrate 
His grace to people around you? Keep your eyes open today for 
those who don’t deserve your kindness, and look for ways to show
them the love of Christ.

Thought Questions
*1. Who was Mephibosheth’s grandfather? Father?
*2. What was wrong with Mephibosheth’s feet? (verse 3)
3. Why did David choose to be kind to Mephibosheth? 

(verse 1,3)



Day 21 Read II Samuel 11:1-17, 25

How could it be that only a few short chapters after God’s 
amazing promise to David of an everlasting covenant, David has 
now fallen into deep sin: adultery and murder? David has been 
characterized by personal integrity, holiness and a high regard for 
human life. How could all these traits be wiped out in a moment?

James 1:14,15 tells us that every sin has a process 
beginning with temptation and ending, ultimately, in death. There 
is a cause for David’s sin. Notice in verse 1 that “David stayed at 
Jerusalem.” We are not told the reason for this. Perhaps David 
thought he deserved a break. Perhaps he thought his commanders 
could handle it without him. Whatever the reason, David 
apparently opened himself up to temptation by neglecting his duty.
He was not fulfilling God’s commission to him (II Samuel 5:2), 
and this made him vulnerable to temptation. Anyone out of step 
with the Lord’s will is vulnerable.

David’s sin of adultery shows two things. First, no one is 
immune to temptation. The moment we think we have achieved 
final victory over sin is the moment before a big fall. Victory over 
sin is possible—but only as we abide, moment by moment, in 
Christ.

Second, sin always seeks to generate a pattern in our lives.
We have seen this before in David, when he fled to Philistine 
territory out of God’s will. One sin leads to another. Don’t think 
that you can play with sin and get away with it. Sin is not a toy; it 
is a grenade waiting to go off in your hand.

Thought Questions
*1. Did David go with his army into battle? (verse 1)
*2. Why do you think David was restless in verse 2?
3. How did David try to hide his sin?
4. Did God allow him to hide his sin?



Day 22 Read II Samuel 12:1-14

This chapter is surely one of the most dramatic and 
moving in the entire Bible. Nathan’s story, recalling David’s 
childhood as a shepherd-boy, David’s response, and the sharp 
truth of God’s righteousness stands out very clearly in this 
passage.

It begins with God’s challenge to David’s sin through the 
prophet Nathan. This challenge, incidentally, is a sign of God’s 
love (Hebrews 12:4-13). How thankful we should be that God 
disciplines us when we sin! David was shaken to his spiritual 
knees when he finally recognized what terrible sins he had 
committed against God.

“I have sinned against the Lord,” David says in verse 13. 
What a simple statement; this is all that is meant by confession. To
confess is to admit to God that we have sinned; not to cover it up, 
call it a mistake, or to blame it on someone else; but just to say, “I 
have sinned against the Lord.”

There are two kinds of results of sin. One is guilt; the 
other is consequences. Nathan assures David that his guilt has 
been cleared in God’s eyes. But sin always has consequences. 
Some are the natural outcome of events set in motion by our sin. 
Other consequences are those reverberations that occur when a life
is brought back into alignment with God’s will and holiness. This 
realignment can sometimes be painful, just as it was for David. 
But it is always necessary if we are to have the joy of fellowship 
with our Savior again.

Thank God for His forgiveness through our Lord Jesus 
Christ!

Thought Questions
*1. Did David go with his army into battle? (verse 1)
*2. Why do you think David was restless in verse 2?
3. How did David try to hide his sin?
4. Did God allow him to hide his sin?



Day 23 Read Psalm 51

Notice first of all the title. David wrote this psalm around 
the time that God was dealing with him concerning his sin. The 
previous two days’ readings give the background for this psalm.

In the first two verses David summarizes his thoughts: this
is a heart-cry for mercy and grace, for the Lord’s cleansing of sin. 
He continues in verses 3-5 to describe his guilt. He knows his sin, 
the weight of its guilt is always on him. He is thoroughly sinful, 
even “conceived in sin” (verse 5). Acknowledging that sin is a 
heart problem with God, he says in verse 4, “Against Thee, Thee 
only have I sinned.”

Verses 6-9 form the first half of his request for cleansing. 
Note the verbs he uses in this section: “Purify me … wash me … 
blot out my iniquities …” David paints the picture of one who is 
desperately in need of forgiveness—as we all are; and he turns to 
the only One Who can truly give forgiveness.

Significant in the second half of this request for cleansing 
is verse 12, “Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation.” Remember 
that at least nine months had gone by since David’s first sin with 
Bathsheba. He had lost his joy and perhaps did not even know it 
was gone; now he recognizes his lack and cries out to the Lord for 
restoration.

In verses 14-19 David concludes by speaking of what 
really counts with God. It is not external ritual that pleases God 
(verse 16) but rather “a broken and contrite heart.” What God 
desires in us is sensitivity to Him.

Thought Questions
*1. Who is this Psalm written to? (title)
*2. When we sin, who is it really against? (verse 4)
3. When God purifies us from sin, how clean are we?
4. What is the natural outcome of forgiveness of sin? 

(verse 15)



Day 24 Read II Samuel 15:1-6,10,13,24-29,31

In this passage some of the problems of David’s family 
life begin to bear fruit. Absalom, some time previous to this 
chapter, had murdered Amnon, his half-brother. David seems not 
only to have begun the pattern of having more than one wife, but 
he compounded it by not disciplining his children’s sins. Now 
Absalom is in full rebellion against his father King David, and 
David is forced to flee Jerusalem. Many of the problems we face 
are the self-inflicted results of sin.

However, David does show positive characteristics during 
this time of fear and heartache. He is concerned for the city of 
Jerusalem, perhaps even more than his own safety (verse 14). 
Observe that David is ready for the Lord to do His will in his life; 
he is prepared for whatever God wants (verses 25,26).

He is also a man of prayer. In verse 31, he prays especially
that the advice of Ahithophel will be thwarted. When we are on 
the Lord’s side, His enemies are ours, and we may pray as David 
did: that God would make the counsel of His enemies to be 
foolishness. When we are facing God’s enemies, He stands ready 
to help. We need not be fearful; we may pray for God’s mighty 
intervention on behalf of His purpose and glory.

Thought Questions
*1. Which son of David began to cause trouble in Israel? 

(verse 1)
2. How did he “steal the hearts of the men of Israel”? 

(verses 2-4)
3. Did David handle the situation well? (verses 14,25, 

26,31)



Day 25 Read II Samuel 21:1-14

This is a strange passage, and it can be difficult to 
understand what is going on here. The underlying principle is that 
sin must be dealt with. Notice that when God’s people fail to deal
with the sin of the individual, then God must deal with the whole 
group; the whole group becomes guilty in God’s eyes. This is what
happened in Joshua chapter seven. In verse one of that chapter, 
even though only Achan had disobeyed God, it says “the sons of 
Israel acted unfaithfully.” Sin, unchecked and unconfessed, never 
affects only one person.

How God hates sin! The three-year famine that Israel 
experiences was the direct result of Saul’s sin in killing many of 
the Gibeonites, violating the vow that Israel had made to them 
(Joshua 9:15). If only we might remember God’s holy hatred of 
sin, and the terrible consequences sin always has, not only of us, 
but also for the people around us.

David sought the presence of the Lord. When God sends 
someone to get our attention, it is good to turn to Him first. This is
a lesson David has learned over the years. Then David is willing to
do whatever is necessary in obedience to God’s law to be in the 
place of God’s blessing. This attitude of humility and eagerness to 
obey god is typical of the sincerely repentant child of God (Luke 
15:18,19).

How about you? What is your attitude toward sin today? 
Why not ask God right now to give you His holy hatred of all sin, 
and to help you obey Him, no matter what the cost.

Thought Questions
*1. How long was the famine? (verse 1)
*2. What people had Saul mistreated? (verse 1)
3. What had he done wrong? (verses 1,2)
4. Since God told David to make it right with the 

Gibeonites, do you think his actions were correct?



Day 26 Read II Samuel 22:1-14

Notice three aspects of this complication of some of 
David’s psalms: first, David’s actions; next, description of God; 
and third, God’s actions.

David throughout this song sees himself as dependent on 
God. In verse 3 he “takes refuge in God.” If there is one truth that 
is crucial to learn in the Christian life, it is that we are dependent 
upon God. David calls upon the Lord in verse 4 and in verse 7. He 
cried to God for help in verse 7. This is a simple lesson, and yet 
one that often takes a lifetime to learn. Society teaches us—and we
have an inborn tendency—to depend upon ourselves, to assert our 
own independence. But the first class of the Christian life, and the 
last, is to trust in Christ as our Strength and Supply for every need.

God is given several titles and descriptions in the psalm. 
Rock, fortress, deliverer, shield, horn of salvation, stronghold, and 
refuge (verses 2,3): all these words speak of His absolute 
reliability and steadfastness. He alone can be called “my Savior” 
(verse 3). He alone is “worthy to be praised.” David had 
experienced God’s reliability and faithfulness during his years in 
the wilderness and during the time his kingdom was being 
established. It is most appropriate for us to praise God for His 
faithfulness and grace to us (Psalm 147:1).

God’s actions are also interesting in thses verses. In verse 
3, He is the One Who saves from violence. In verse 7 “He heard 
my vioce.” Praise the Lord, He hears us when we pray! Verses 8-
14 detail in poetic language God’s response to our cry for help. 
Who but God would bow the heavens and appear on the wings of 
the wind to help one of His children?

Thought Questions
*1. What kind of poem is this? (verse 1)
*2. List some titles David gives God. (verses 2,3)
*3. Who is worthy to be praised? (verse 4)
*4. Who should we call on when in distress? (verse 7)



Day 27 Read II Samuel 23:1-7

The first seven verses of this chapter record the last words 
of King David evidently as he lay on his deathbed. How could he 
summarize a lifetime such as he had? What would be on his mind?
What would stand out and be most important to him?

In verses 2 and 3 he mentions the fact that God had 
spoken through him. To be used by God as His instrument for 
truth is truly one of the greatest privileges in life. While He no 
longer reveals new truth, God is still in the business of using His 
people as vessels for His Word.

Next David talk about God’s revelation to him concerning
the nature of leadership in verses 3 and 4. The one who rules 
righteously, according to God’s standards, has a special place of 
blessing and usefulness. To rule “in the fear of God” is the key. 
Recognizing god’s great power and His right to rule our lives will 
help us to have a godly influence on other’s lives.

Lastly, David contrasts the Lord’s salvation, blessing and 
righteousness sin his life with the wicked and their destruction. 
His greatest delight was not in deeds of warfare; David’s’ chief 
joy was in praising God for His power and goodness, as we see 
here. He revels in God’s everlasting covenant, his security in the 
Lord, and in God’s promise of growth. Opposing this is the end of 
those who are “worthless;” they will be burned.

If you were given the opportunity today, knowing that 
your life on earth was to be finished tonight, what would your last 
words be? What would you consider to be the greatest event of 
principle of your life?

Thought Questions
*1. What is important about David’s words here? (verse 1)
2. What titles is he given? 
3. What is the end of those who are worthless? (verses 5-

7)
4. Who is described as being like the “light of the 

morning?” (verses 3,4)



Day 28 Read II Samuel 24:1-15

At first reading we may not see a problem with David 
wanting to count the Israelites. The error lies in his motivation. 
Moses, Joshua and Saul used previous counts for military 
organization. But David’s army was already completely organized.
When Moses conducted a census of the sons of Israel, he had done
so at the command of God. But David was not commanded by 
God to count Israel here. In fact, Joab recognizes that there is 
something very wrong with David’s desire to number the people. 
What was it?

Pride. Pride involves a confusion of God’s blessing with 
human achievement. After all, did David have anything to do with 
the number of Israel’s soldiers? Absolutely not. The same is true 
of us. If we have anything of value, if anything worthwhile is 
done, if any good is to be found, it has come from God. He is the 
Author of every good thing. If we are going to boast about 
something, Paul tells what it should be: “But may it never be that I
should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Galatians 6:14).

We must be very careful not to look for numbers or 
anything else as if we by our own strength or cleverness had 
achieved these blessings from the hand of God. We must at costs 
avoid playing the numbers game. Instead, let us concentrate on 
that characteristic that made David great in God’s eyes: 
faithfulness. It does not matter if the numbers are for us or against 
us as long as we are faithful to Him.

Thought Questions
*1. What did David order Joab to do?
*2. Did Joab think this would please God? (verse 3)
*3. Did David listen to him? (verse 4)
4. What were the results of this count? (verse 15)



Day 29 Read I Chronicles 28:1-10

At the end of David’s reign as king of Israel, as he 
commits the kingdom to Solomon, his son, David gives one last 
speech. He gives a charge to the nation, and one to his son. He 
speaks of his desire to build a temple for the Lord, and of God’s 
greater plan to establish an everlasting throne in David’s house. 
He praises God for His gracious choice of him (verses 4-6).

He challenges the leadership of Israel in verses 7 and 8 to 
“observe and seek after all the commandments of the Lord your 
God.” Simple obedience, nothing more, nothing less, is what 
David chargers, and is what pleases God. “Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice” Samuel told Saul (I Samuel 15:22), and the 
same is true today.

To Solomon David gives the responsibility of serving the 
Lord with a “whole heart and a willing mind” (verse 9), for the 
Lord searches and knows all things. A whole heart is one that is 
completely devoted to God. It is the outcome of the first 
commandment, “I am the Lord your God … you shall have no 
other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). It is the same principle that 
Jesus taught to a certain lawyer in Luke 10:25: “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength and with all your mind.”

We should listen to David. He speaks from a lifetime of 
experience. What is important in life is whether or not we love the 
Lord with all our being. May the Lord help us today to serve Him 
with a whole heart and a willing mind.

Thought Questions
*1. What son of David is to be the new king? (verse 5)
*2. What does David tell him to do? (verses 9,10)
*3. What great thing had Solomon been chosen to do? 

(verse 6)
*4. Why wasn’t David allowed to do this? (verse 3)



Day 30 Read I Chronicles 29:1,6-7,10-19

David is now an old man. We have seen him grow from a 
young man to an old king, through all kinds of trials, failures, and 
triumphs. Notice what is on his mind as he sets Solomon on the 
throne and leads his people in prayer for the last time.

First he acknowledges Who God is (verses 10-13). 
Nothing is more fitting for man, or more pleasing to God, than for 
us to recognize His great power and majesty in praise. Next in 
verses 14-15, he defines the relationship of God’s people to God. 
He says that when we give to God, we actually are returning to 
God something He has given us. God is the true eternal One and 
we are only “sojourners” here. David describes how he and the 
people are giving today, willingly, with uprightness of heart.

His prayer in verses 18 and 19 asks God to preserve this 
attitude of willingness in the hearts of God’s people. What a 
magnificent prayer this is! We should pray that God would 
preserve in us a willing heart: willing to do His will. And David’s 
prayer for his son, the new king of Israel, is that God would direct 
Solomon in complete obedience to all of God’s law.

How appropriate that David’s life ends with a prayer. He 
was a great prayer warrior. How appropriate that his final prayer is
that God would help his son to be faithful. And what a wonderful 
encouragement it is to us to know that the same God Who heard 
David’s prayer hears and faithfully answers our prayers. Thank 
You, Lord, for Your faithfulness! “He remains faithful” II 
Timothy 2:13.

Thought Questions
*1. Who was the temple built for? (verse 1)
*2. Why did David and the people rejoice? (verse 9)
*3. David recognizes that we come from who? 
4. What is David’s prayer for Solomon? (verse 19)
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